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UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
MINERALS  MANAGEMENT  SERVICE 
South  Atlantic 
OCS  Lease  Sale  108 

Call  for  Information  and  Nominations 
and 

Notice  of  Intent  to  Prepare  an  Environmental  Impact  Statement 
CALL  FOR  INFORMATION  AND  NOMINATIONS 


Purpose  of  Call 

The  purpose  of  the  Call  is  to  gather  information  and  assist  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  carrying  out  his  responsibilities 
with  regard  to  Outer  Continental  Shelf  (OCS)  Lease  Sale  108.  This 
sale,  located  in  the  South  Atlantic  Planning  Area,  is  tentatively 
scheduled  for  October  1990,  Information  and  nominations  on  oil 
and  gas  leasing,  exploration,  development,  and  production  within 
the  South  Atlantic  are  sought  from  all  interested  parties.  This 
information-gathering  step  is  important  for  ensuring  that  all 
interests  and  concerns  are  communicated  to  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  for  future  decisions  in  the  leasing  process  pursuant  to 
the  OCS  Lands  Act,  as  amended  (43  U.S.C.  1331-1356),  and  regula¬ 
tions  at  30  CFR  256,  This  Call  does  not  indicate  a  preliminary 
decision  to  lease  in  the  area  described  below. 

Description  of  Area 

The  general  area  of  this  Call  is  offshore  the  States  of  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida. 

The  area  available  for  nominations  and  comments  consists  of 
approximately  13,400  whole  and  partial  blocks  (about  75  million 
acres)  and  is  outlined  on  the  map  at  the  end  of  this  Call.  To 
assist  in  focusing  on  promising  acreage,  the  attached  map  outlines 
the  Minerals  Management  Service  (MMS)  interpretation  of  the  area  of 
hydrocarbon  potential.  Although  primary  consideration  will  be 
given  to  those  blocks  Included  in  the  area  of  hydrocarbon 
potential,  respondents  may  nominate  and  are  asked  to  comment  on  any 
acreage  within  the  entire  Call  area.  A  more  detailed  map  of  the 
Call  area  (hereinafter  referred  to  as  the  Call  map)  and  a  complete 
list  of  Official  Protraction  Diagrams  (OPD's)  are  available  from 
the  Regional  Supervisor,  Leasing  and  Environment,  Atlantic  OCS 
Region,  MMS,  1951  Kidwell  Drive,  Suite  601,  Vienna,  Virginia  22180, 
telephone  (703)  285-2165.  Existing  leases  are  included  in  the  Call 
since  they  may  expire  or  be  relinquished  before  the  proposed  sale. 
The  OPD's  may  be  purchased  from  the  Regional  Supervisor  for  $2  each 
(checks  or  drafts  payable  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  the 
Interior — MMS) . 
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Areas  Deferred  from  this  Call  (or  Highlighted  in  the  5-Year 
Program 1 

Based  on  decisions  made  in  the  5-year  program,  the  following  areas 
are  either  deferred  from  this  Call  or  are  highlighted  for  special 
consideration  during  the  presale  process  for  this  sale: 

—  A  minimum  of  15  nautical  miles,  or,  where  further 

offshore,  areas  of  low  potential; 

The  Gray's  Reef  National  Marine  Sanctuary; 

—  The  National  Aeronautics  and  Space  Administration 
Flight  Clearance  Zone  offshore  Cape  Kennedy  in  the 
South  Atlantic  (except  121  blocks  highlighted  for 
special  presale  consideration) . 

Instructions  on  Call 

Respondents  are  asked  to  nominate  any  or  all  of  the  Federal  blocks 
within  the  Call  area  that  they  wish  to  have  included  in  Sale  108. 
Although  the  identities  of  those  submitting  nominations  become  a 
matter  of  public  record,  the  individual  indications  of  interest  are 
considered  proprietary. 

Those  indicating  such  interest  are  required  to  do  so  on  the  Call 
map,  available  free  from  the  Regional  Supervisor,  Leasing  and 
Environment,  at  the  address  stated  under  "Description  of  Area." 
Interest  should  be  shown  by  outlining  the  area(s)  of  interest 
along  block  lines.  A  detailed  list  of  whole  and  partial  blocks 
nominated  (by  OCS  Official  Protraction  Diagram  designations) 
should  be  submitted  to  ensure  correct  interpretation  of  nomina¬ 
tions. 

It  should  be  emphasized,  that  generally,  the  Area  Identification 
will  include  those  blocks  nominated  in  response  to  this  Call. 
Respondents  should  rank  areas  in  which  they  have  expressed  interest 
according  to  priority  of  their  interest  (e.g.,  priority  1  (high), 

2,  or  3).  If  there  are  areas  within  the  Call  area  in  which 
respondents  have  no  interest,  no  priority  should  be  assigned  to 
them.  Areas  where  interest  has  been  indicated  but  on  which 
respondents  have  not  indicated  any  priorities  will  be  considered 
priority  3.  The  telephone  number  and  name  of  a  person  to  contact 
in  the  respondent's  organization  for  additional  information  should 
be  included.  Again,  information  concerning  both  location  and 
priority  of  interest  submitted  by  individual  companies  will  be  held 
proprietary  and  will  help  determine  the  areas  to  be  analyzed  in  the 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  (EIS) .  In  addition  to  the  indica¬ 
tions  of  interest  by  respondents,  further  considerations  of  areas 
for  analysis  in  the  EIS  will  be  based  on  hydrocarbon  potential  and 
environmental,  economic,  and  multiple-use  conditions. 


34690 


Federal  Register  /  Vol.  53,  No.  173  /  Wednesday,  September  7, 1988  /  Notices 


3 


The  Call  map  outlines  the  MMS  interpretation  of  the  area  of 
hydrocarbon  potential  and  identifies  the  highlighted  area  that 
will  be  subject  to  special  consideration.  While  primary  con¬ 
sideration  will  be  given  to  the  area  of  hydrocarbon  potential  (as 
outlined  on  the  Call  map) ,  respondents  may  nominate  and  comment  on 
any  acreage  within  the  Call  area.  Commenters  who  recommend  that 
all  or  portions  of  the  highlighted  area  or  other  parts  of  the  Call 
area  be  deferred  from  Sale  108  should  be  as  specific  as  possible 
in  describing  why  they  believe  those  areas  are  incompatible  with 
offshore  oil  and  gas  exploration  and  production  operations.  Such 
information  will  be  helpful  in  designing  and  analyzing  deferral 
alternatives. 

Indications  of  interest  and  comments  should  be  received  within 
45  days  following  publication  of  this  Call  in  the  Federal  Register 
to  ensure  inclusion  in  the  decision  process  for  Area  Identifica¬ 
tion.  Responses  should  be  sent  in  envelopes  labeled  "Nominations 
for  Proposed  Lease  Sale  108,  South  Atlantic"  or  "Comments  on  the 
Call  for  Information  and  Nominations  for  Proposed  Lease  Sale  108, 
South  Atlantic."  The  standard  Call  map  and  indications  of  interest 
and/or  comments  must  be  submitted  to  the  Regional  Supervisor, 
Leasing  and  Environment,  at  the  address  stated  under  "Description 
of  Area." 

Use  of  Information  from  Call 

Information  submitted  in  response  to  this  Call  will  be  used  for 
several  purposes.  First,  responses  will  be  used  to  identify  the 
areas  of  potential  for  oil  and  gas  development.  Second,  comments 
on  possible  adverse  effects  and  use  conflicts  will  be  used  in  the 
analysis  of  environmental  impacts  in  and  near  the  Call  area. 
Together,  these  two  considerations  will  allow  a  preliminary 
determination  of  the  potential  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  oil 
and  gas  exploration  and  development  to  the  region  and  the  Nation. 
This  will  make  possible  key  decisions  in  connection  with  the  next 
step  in  the  leasing  process — the  Area  Identification — to  resolve 
conflicts  by  deferring  blocks  where  there  is  sufficient  information 
to  justify  that  action.  Area  Identification  is  a 
preliminary  step  in  the  selection  of  the  area  to  be  analyzed  in 
the  EIS.  The  Area  Identification  is  scheduled  for  December  1988. 

A  third  purpose  for  this  Notice  is  to  solicit  comments  as  part  of 
the  scoping  process  for  the  EIS.  Also  included  in  the  scoping 
process  will  be  a  series  of  public  meetings  and  an  additional 
formal  written  comment  period.  A  Notice  of  Intent  to  Prepare  an 
EIS  and  a  more  detailed  description  of  the  scoping  process  for 
this  proposed  sale  is  included  below.  As  a  result  of  the  scoping 
process,  a  number  of  alternatives  to  the  proposed  action  will  be 
identified  and  analyzed  in  the  EIS.  Fourth,  comments  may  be  used 
in  developing  lease  terms  and  conditions  to  assure  safe  offshore 
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operations.  Fifth,  comments  may  be  used  in  understanding  and 
considering  ways  to  avoid  or  mitigate  potential  conflicts  between 
offshore  oil  and  gas  activities  and  the  Coastal  Management  Plans 
of  affected  States. 

Existing  Information 

An  extensive  environmental  studies  program  has  been  underway  in 
this  area  since  1973.  The  emphasis,  including  continuing  studies, 
has  been  on  environmental  characterization  of  biologically 
sensitive  habitats,  physical  oceanography,  ocean-circulation 
modeling,  and  ecological  effects  of  oil  and  gas  activities.  A 
complete  listing  of  available  study  reports  and  information  for 
ordering  copies  can  be  obtained  from  the  Chief,  Environmental 
Studies  Unit  (see  address  under  "Description  of  Area") .  The 
reports  may  also  be  ordered,  for  a  fee,  directly  from  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Commerce,  National  Technical  Information  Service, 
5285  Port  Royal  Road,  Springfield,  Virginia  22161  or  by  telephone 
at  (703)  487-4650. 

In  addition,  a  program  status  report  for  continuing  studies  in 
this  area  can  be  obtained  from  the  Chief,  Environmental  Studies 
Unit,  Atlantic  OCS  Region  (see  address  under  "Description  of 
Area")  or  by  telephone  at  (703)  285-2728. 

Summary  Reports  and  Indices  and  technical  and  geological  reports 
are  available  for  review  at  the  MMS,  Atlantic  OCS  Region  (see 
address  under  "Description  of  Area") .  Copies  of  the  Atlantic  OCS 
Regional  Summary  Reports  and  Indices  may  also  be  obtained  from  the 
OCS  Information  Program,  MMS,  1951  Kidwell  Drive,  Suite  601, 
Vienna,  Virginia  22180. 

Tentative  Schedule 

Final  delineation  of  the  area  for  possible  leasing  will  be  made  at 
a  later  date  and  in  accordance  with  established  departmental 
procedures  and  applicable  laws,  including  all  requirements  of  the 
National  Environmental  Policy  Act  of  1969  (42  U.S.C.  4321)  and  the 
OCS  Lands  Act,  as  amended.  If  a  decision  to  offer  blocks  is  made, 
a  proposed  and  final  Notice  of  Sale  will  be  published  in  the 
Federal  Register  detailing  areas  to  be  offered  for  competitive 
bidding,  stating  the  terms  and  conditions  for  leasing,  and 
announcing  the  location,  date,  and  time  bids  will  be  received  and 
opened. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  tentative  milestones  which  will  precede 
the  sale: 

Milestones  Date 


Comments  Due  on  the  Call 


October  1988 
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Draft  EIS  Published 

Public  Hearings  on  Draft  EIS 

Final  EIS  Published 

Proposed  Notice  of  Sale  Issued 

Governor's  Comments  Due  on 
Proposed  Notice 

Final  Notice  of  Sale  Published 
Sale 


5 

December  1988 
September  1989 
October  1989 
March  1990 
May  1990 
July  1990 

September  1990 
October  1990 


NOTICE  OF  INTENT  TO  PREPARE  AN  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENT 


Purpose  of  Notice  of  Intent 


Pursuant  to  the  regulations  (40  CFR  1501.7)  implementing  the 
procedural  provisions  of  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  of 
1969  (42  U.S.C.  4321  et  seq. ) ,  as  amended,  the  MMS  is  announcing 
its  intent  to  prepare  an  EIS  regarding  the  oil  and  gas  leasing 
proposal  known  as  South  Atlantic  OCS  Lease  Sale  108.  The  Notice 
of  Intent  also  serves  to  announce  the  scoping  process  which  will 
be  followed  for  this  EIS.  Throughout  the  scoping  process.  Federal, 
State,  and  local  governments  and  other  interested  parties  aid  the 
MMS  in  determining  the  significant  issues  and  alternatives  to  be 
analyzed  in  the  EIS. 


The  EIS  analysis  will  focus  on  the  potential  environmental  effects 
of  leasing,  exploration,  and  ultimately  development  of  the  blocks 
included  in  the  Area  Identification  as  the  proposed  area  of  the 
Federal  action.  Alternatives  to  the  proposal  which  may  be 
considered  are  to  delay  the  sale,  cancel  the  sale,  or  modify  the 
sale. 

Instructions  on  Notice  of  Intent 

Federal,  State,  and  local  governments  and  other  interested  parties 
are  asked  to  send  their  written  comments  on  the  scope  of  the  EIS, 
significant  issues  which  should  be  addressed,  and  alternatives  that 
should  be  considered  to  the  Regional  Supervisor,  Leasing  and 
Environment,  Atlantic  OCS  Region,  at  the  address  stated  under 
"Description  of  Area"  above.  Comments  should  be  enclosed  in  an 
envelope  labeled  "Comments  on  the  Notice  of  Intent  to  Prepare  an 
EIS  for  Proposed  Lease  Sale  108,  South  Atlantic." 
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Comments  are  due  no  later  than  45  days  from  publication  of  this 
notice.  Also,  scoping  meetings  will  be  held  in  appropriate 
locations  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  additional  comments  and 
information  regarding  the  scope  of  the  EIS.  The  times  and 
locations  of  these  scoping  meetings  will  be  announced  at  a  future 
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